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— © The Carter admin:strotn.: has denied cei-
ummst Jack Anderson’s con‘roversiod ctaim of
a new plan o rescue the 52 American hostages.
Anderson’s column tip

i
|
peers daily in The News |

American. A series of reports on the clleged res- |
cue plan will uppear this week. i

t A startling, top-secret plan to invade Iran
with powerful military force has been prepared
for President Carter. The ostensibie Durpese is te
rescue the hostages, but the operation weuid also
axact military retribution, !

This would create 2 crisis on the eve of the
election. Political studies show that suoport for
the incumbent president has always spared dra-
matcally during a national crisis.

The teniative invasion daie has béen set sus-
piciously for mid-October. Sources say the presi-
gdent has assessed the politica] consequences and
has concluded the invasion would be popular with
the electorate. . -

This raises a disturbing question about Cart-
er's motive. The person he really wants to rescue,
Seurces suspect, is himself. They beiieve he is
willing te risk war to save himseif from almost
cenain defeat in November.

My associate Dale Van Atta has been ferret-

ing out the jigsaw pieces of the invasion plan, de-

. tail by detaul, for three months. He has seen docu-
ments so secret that-the code word used 1o !
classify them is itself classified, i
Tam now able to report how our armed forces

plan to invade and hoid porticns of Iran. I know
the code name of the operation. I can aiso reveg}

hostages q -
g’ ’ 'me‘irxmsionpla.n,ofcour‘se.dwsnctbugog;'r\%ﬁ?ﬁ A?gﬁi%gg

ledge: “Mayte if vou had printed more about the

that a “‘cover plan” has been devised to disguise
the true intent. As of this cover plan, troops :
ard supplies are already being mabilizecs in the
Persian Gulf ares, and * training exercises” have
been initiated. -

I dor’t intend to publish the code desigmations’
or other secret details. There is a danger that tos .
many spexifics could give the Soviets an insight
iito cur methods. But I believe the American peo~
ple are entitled to know that the president is
ready to risk their fortunes, perhaps their lives,
ana desperate political gambie.

Sources deeply involved in the planning fear |

Jimmy Carter’s driving cetermiration to get re-
elected has distorted his judgment. Some fe2] this
strongly; others admit it relectantly. They de-
scribe the embattled Caster as extremely intense,
coiled, relentiessly pushing toward his objectives.
In other words, his judgment about this dan-
BErous venture is not shared oy all the profession.
als who are helping him plan it. Nor has he con-
sulted presidential rivals Ronald Reagan or john
Anderson who might inherit the fruits of his
aggression. g

‘reveal the general outiizes of the October planto |
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operational undl the president decides the mili.
tary forces are ready and the weather is right. Up
until 4 hours, even 12 hours, before D-Day, he
can halt the 2ssault. There are alsp altemnate, |
contingency, fali-back pians, with minor or major
variatons, which he couid jnvoke, :

So the president can deny, at least (e hnjcal-
ly, that he now pians tg invace Imn. But he can-
not truthfully deny thatsucha pia is in the works

nd that he has expressed the intention to go
ahead with it. Van Atta has seen the documenta. |
- tion; he has spoken to saverd! wimesses.

My decisicn to expose the president’s secret
scheme is inficenced by:the experience ¢f The !
New York Times before the Bay of Pigs invasion, |

.Details of that invasion plan leaked 1o the Times,
which sat nervously on the SIoTY.

A week befere the ahortive April 1561 inva.

-sion, the Times published 2 few caitious details !
but withhe!d the heart of the story. Durirg theim- |
meciate aftermath, a frusirated John F. Kennedy -
cencunced the Times for nublishing advance |
hints of the operation. "Zvery newspaper,” he |
said, “now asks itseif with 7ESTRct Lo every story,

JIsitrews?T Alf] Suggest is that you add the ques-
tion, “Is it in the interest of national seeuritv> "

But two weeks later, President Kennedy con-
fessed to New York Times editor Turner Cat-

operation, you would Fave saved us from g Criis-
sal mistake.” -

It is with this in'mind that ! have decided to

mvade Irax o
" Here is the White Kouse response in total: |
““The suggestion that this or any other admir-
istration would start a war for political benefis i
grotesque and iotally irresponsible. The aliegag ]
ticnr?ncz}xde by Jack Anderson is absolutely fal.w? g
“With respect to the Persian Gulf, the presi. |
dent has said that we consider this regicn an area |
of vital interest. Therefore, while it 1 necessa
to have plans for dealing with any externat
threats o countiies of the.region, we have no in*
tention whatever-of initiating any conflict ours |
selves, and neither the presiden: ror any other re- |
sponsible official has expressed anv intention O
take such an action either in f-of at any |

_ other time.

i
i

“Erroneous and totatly irresponsible reports. i
such as the Ancerson column increase the danger |
10 the American hostages in Iran, impede efforts
to obtain their release peacefully and jropardize’ |
American. interests in the area generaily. "

BJeck Anderson is a syndicated investiga- i
tive reporter. . > “
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